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NATIVE AMERICAN WORKFORCE INVESTMENT COUNCIL 
 

Members of the CIMC Native American Workforce Investment Council represent private and 
Native American employers, community-based organizations, and educational institutions that 
are committed to the advancement of Native Americans and their future generations. The 
Council's mission is to advise, assist, and guide CIMC in the development and implementation 
of training programs for Native Americans. The Council is also responsible for identifying and 
opening doors to employment opportunities for trained and qualified Native American job 
seekers. 

Kim Edward Cook (Chair) Previously served on the Board of Directors, American Indian 
Health Service of Chicago, Inc., and the Illinois Native 
American Bar Association, Chicago, Illinois 
 Norman Franklin 

 
 

Community Member, Sacramento, California 

Brooks D. Ohlson  Director, Center for International Trade, Los Rios Community 
College District, Sacramento, California 

Kathy Payne  Managing Partner/Business Development, Mattress Direct 
Sacramento LLC/Brooklyn Bedding, Sacramento, California 

Michele Robinson-Bendel Senior Director/Principal Investigator, National Cybersecurity 
Training & Education Center, Whatcom Community College, 
Bellingham, Washington 

Carolyn Smith  Professor of Business/Economics, Folsom Lake College, 
Folsom, California 

EXOFFICIO MEMBERS 

 

 

Robert H. Smith 
 

Chairman, Board of Directors, California Indian Manpower 
Consortium, Inc. 

Benjamin Charley, Jr.  Treasurer, Board of Directors, California Indian Manpower 
Consortium, Inc. 
 

 


